
The Passing Show 

Super-Thriller of a Real Spy 
Moves Into the Playhouse 

By Joy Carmody 
An amazing valet who was one of the superspys of World War 

II is the hero of “Five Fingers,” new Playhouse film feature, and it 
would be a shame to miss the drama of his story. 

It is a factual tale which is far more incredible and dramatic 
than fiction and by the time James Mason and a splendid cast finish 
acting it, you will be reminded of the screen's most memorable 
thrillers. Five Fingers” has hair- 
raising things to say about th< 
hazards of the world everyone live: 
in. particularly the narrow escape 
the Allies had from losing the sec- 
ond World War, arms down. 

Only because Hitler and his col- 
leagues were psychotlcs who could 
not believe the truth when they 
saw it did they fail to get ready 
for D-Day 1944, a date they knew 
as well as Oen. Eisenhower. 

In relating how they got thlt 
top of top secrets and how they 
failed to act upon it, "Five Fin- 
gers” adds up to a spectacular sus- 
pense. It is set In the omlnout 
atmosphere of Ankara and Istan- 
bul and Its realism Is such that 
one can believe he is involved all 
over again In the tragl-comedy ol 
the events under consideration. 

A multl-natlonally case di- 
rected by Joseph Mancklewcz 
makes the film a suave and sinis- 
ter masterpiece with Just the right 
comedy contrast to spare the 
spectator's general health. 

* * * * 
A novel by L. C. Moyzlsch. of 

Hitlers Intelligence staff, Is the 
bssis of "Five Fingers." slid It 
•till must be curdling the blood 
of War Offices everywhere, in* 
eluding Moscow. 

Its theme is how Mmsoh, hs 
*Hlet to the firiiish Ambassador 
to turkey, sold hundreds of 
thousands of dollars worth of 
secrets, Including B*Bay plans, 
to the german*. It names names, 
dales and places that still echo 
terrifyingly What Is more enelt* 
jni.lt add* to the terror effect 
hy *how Inn how eaelly gifted epic* 
ean lay hand* and camera*, on 
the mo*t preciously eeeret docu- 
ment* 

MMO*v» spy, fellow with the 
eode name at Pieerc, has the 
dramatic effect genius, no matter 
how evil, always haa of seising 
the admiration of normally dull 
humans, in "Five Fingers," he is 
up to the most despicable business 
mankind has founded but it is 
part of the picture that he is * 
sympathetic character. 

As no man is a hero to his 
valet, there is something about 
valets that makes them every- 
body's movie heroes. Mason 
makes the most of this. He has 
learned from a succession of 
civilised employers how not only 
to be a gentleman and a servant 
but how to capitalise on both 
talents. 

In finding the most heavily 
guarded military secrets and a 
market for them, he is engaged 
In a blood-curdling battle of wits 
with stakes so high that the 
whole world is involved. It is a 
fascinating background against 
which he moves, the foreign serv- 

-- 

"FIVE FINGERS." », 20th Century-Fox 
picture, produced by Otto Lane, directed by Joeeph L. Manklewici, screenplay by 
Michael Wilson, based on novel by L. C. 
Moyalsch. At the Playhouse. 

The Cast. 
Cleero- James Mason 
Anna -Danielle Darrleux 
George Travera_ Michael Rennie 
8lr Frederic_Walter Hampden 
Moytlsch Oecar Karlwels 
Col. von Richter-Herbert Berghof 
Von Papen-John Weniraf 
Slebert -A. Ben Astar 
MacFadden _Roger Plowden 
Morrison —I- Michael Pate 
Steuben Ivan Trlesault 
Von Papen's Secretary Hannelore Axman 
Da Costa David Wolfe 
Baotos Larry Dobkln 
Turkish Ambassador_ Nestor Palva 
Italian Ambassador ..Antonio Pllaurl 
Japanese Ambassador_Richard Loo 

ice circles of Ankara. Far more 
diplomatic than the diplomats 
for whom he works, he knows the 
perfect treatment for each. 

Toward the British whose Am- 
bassador he serves, he maintains 
a respectful surface politeness and 
loyalty. For the Oermans, he has 
an aristocratic contempt which 
implies that ho matter how much 
they pay him for the most vital 
secrets, he knows they will be too 
stupid to act upon them. 

The one weakness in the armor 
of Mason's man is in his rela- 
tions with a Polish countess 
played by danlelle darrleua. To 
pay oft an old debt of resentment 
for her hauteur toward him when 
he worked for her family, he 
makes her His partner, His first 

Klee is that she shall serve as 
Is social from in upper Ankara 

diplomatic circles. His second that 
he later will make her his wife, 

This, it turns out is a mistake, 
hut a man with the eatraoidmary 
mental ailllty of this spy can re* 
deem himself from even this elas* 
lie error, 

A A A A 

Mankicwicn has taken full art* 
vantaie of the glamour and ro* 
ms nee of his story's background 
snd characters In directing "Five 
Fingers." He has given his him 
the "Hitchcock touch," which 
exploits the drama of suave peo- 
ple In suave settings to the full. 

There is never a moment when 
catastrophe Is not dogging every 
footstep in the Playhouse picture. 
Immaculate acting makes the 
most of everyone of these. 

Mason’s performance is a thing 
of sustained excellence, a master 
spy portrait that ranks with the 
beat. There is high flavor, too, 
in the work of Miss Darrleux as 
the artful countess; of Oscar 
Karlweiss as the bumbling Ger- 
man Moyzlach; John Wengraf as 
Franz von Papen, the German 
Ambassador who disliked Hitler; 
Michael Rennie, as a British 
counter-espionage agent; and 
Walter Hampden as the British 
Ambassador. 

As we keep saying, Hitchcock 
Icould not have done it better. 
■■■ 

Hollywood Diary 
Henreid and L. B. Mayer 
Team Up on Picture 

... By Shtilah Graham-" .. 

HOLLYWOOD. 
Paul Henreid la acquiring a new 

partner—Louis B. Mayer, late of 
Metro—for Paul’s picture "Stub- 
born Wood." This Is positively not 
a remake of "Petrified Porest." 

Oeorge Jessel, now on a 13,260- 
a-week contract at 20th-Fox, can 
move to the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing system at 14,000 a week. All 
Oeorgle has to do is get his 
release. 

Frank Sinatra is out of "The 
Farmer Takes a Wife." He wanted 
all his salary in advance I 

* * * * 

Judy Oarland la due In Nolly* 
wood next week, to reat and aee 
daughter Llaa. Judy will be aaked 
to preaent the aoademy muaio 
•ward. 

It* • dark horae looming for 
the Lorelei role in "Gentlemen 
Prefer Blond**" — Anne Baxter, 
who la atooklng up with the blond 
dye, Olok Bale start* rolling 
•'Blond**" In Auguat. 

Irving (he know* how to keep 
It aa welt aa make Itr Berlin ar- 
ranged to get hla $600,000 for "No 
Buaineaa Like Nhow Bu*ln***" at 
the rate of 100 Ga per year, 

Alan Ladd has to be dunked in 
the water and aeraped against the 

Where and When 
Currant THiitir Attraction* 

And Time $f Ihcwinf 
Mage, 

Arena — "Three Men on a 
Horse"; I SO pm, 

Aereen, 
Ambaaaader — "Retreat, Halil"; 

1:36, 3:86, 6:80, 7:30 and 3:86 
P 

Capitol—"Return of the Texan"; 
, 11 a.m., 1:46, 4:30. 7:16 and 10 

pm. Stage: 13:46, 3:30, 8:16 and 
P p.m. 

Columbia — "Quo VadU”; 11:36 
am., 3:40, 6:45 and 1:66 pm, 

Dupont—“Rasho-Mon”; 1, 3:36, 
4:26, 0:16, g:06 and 10 p.m. 

Keith’a — "Bend of the River"; 
11:46 a.m., 1:45, 3:60, 6:60, 7:60 
and 8:55 p m. 

Little—"La Ronde"; 5:80, 7:05, 
t:40 and 10:20 p.m. 

Metropolitan — "Bride of the 
Gorilla”; 11:15 am.. 12:45, 2:35, 
4:25, 6:15, 8:05 and 9:55 pm. 

National — “Gypsy Wildcat”; 
11:15 am., 2:20, 5:30 and 8:65 
pm. 

Ontario — “Detective Story”: 
1:30, 3:#0. 5:50, 7:50 and 10 pm. 

Palace—“Viva Zapata”; 11 am. 

1:10. 3:20, 5:30, 7:40 and 9:50 p.m 
Pix — “Francois Villon”; 2:50 

4:35. 6:25. 8:20 and 10:05 pm. 
Playhouse — “Five Fingers”; 

10:40 a.m.. 12:50, 3, 5:10, 7:2C 
and 9:40 pm. 

Plaxa — "The Lavender Hil] 
Mob"; 10:55 am.. 12:45.2:40,4:30 
4:25, 8:15 and 10:16 pm. 

Trans-Lux — “Two Tickets tc 
Broadway”; 11:30 am., 1:30, 3:35 
• :35. 7:35 and 9:40 pm. 

Warney—"Retreat, Hell!"; 11:31 
•m., 1 JkO, 8:65, 6:36, 7:40 anc 
9:46 pjdF 

the boat Charlotte, In 
"Botany Bay"-keel hauling, they called It in the bad old days. To 
save Ladd's face, the prop de-: 
partment has padded the Char- 
lotte's bottom with rubber falsies! 

The water on Clifton Webb's 
knee will be more expensive than 
champaane—at least for 20th-Fox, 
who'll have to rrshoot a lot of 
'Dream Bont." The entire plot 
hlnaea on the eliminated dance 
number with Clifton and Olnger 
Rogers. 

* * * * 

Bette Davis won't do the Palaoe 
Theater (New York) atlnt until 
fall. She haa a big movla project 
oooklni. 

Twosomes at Romanoff's t Ann 
Rutherford with old-time beau, Bill pooler, Oreg Bautaer with 
Mrs, James Mason. 

Brrol Plynn told me, the other 
day, that he doesn't worry about 
money, as long as he oan reconcile 
hi* net income with his habits. 
But that evening, at the Mocambo. 
I watched Flynn holding on like 
grim death to David May. shout- 
ing, "I won't let go until he nays 
me the lien he owes me" When 

I left, H hours later, Brrol was still 
holding on snd still holding forth, 
Dgvid swears he owes Brrol 
nothing, 
„ 

Uttr still, st the swank Derby 
bsll in the Crystal Room, ssw 
OinnyMimms with Rob Cslhoun, 
whoss leg is s east 

Netty Oroble, who likes to eot, 
Is on her usual before-picture 
campaign of losing II pounds, She 
stars with Vie Mature In "The 
Former Takes a Wife," 

No lump sum for Sylvia Goble 
In their settlement, but she will 
receive yearly remittances from 
Clark as long os she's a good girl. 

Cary Grant, starting as a 38- 
year-old professor, takes medicine, 
gets younger with each dose, and 
winds up os on 18-year-old boy in 
"Darling, I Am Growing Younger." 

Arlene Dahl and Lex Barker, 
who co-star in "Fire Over Africa," 
as itemed here many weeks ago, 
will make the "Fire." not in Africa, 
but in London and Spain. 

w.rth ajsasffwg. Alliance. 

EVEMM PAIRING 
50* ‘it*” 

CAPITAL GARAGE 
1920 N. V. Ay.. N.W, 
saw ists —a ut> 

i 
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WOMAN OF THE WEST—As 
all movie women eventually 
are is Joanne Dru who plays 
the feminine lead in "Return 
of The Texan," at the Capitol. 
Another western, "Red River," 
started Miss Dru’s career 
upward. 

April-June Aulo Quota 
May Be Raised Million 

Sy th« Atiodaltd Prm 
The Government may raise the 

second quarter automobile pro* 
ductlon quota from 030,000 to a 
million cars. 

Officials of the National Pro- 
duction Authority asked industry 

Why Be Bald, Boy? 
Well, to Earn $500 

•y tin Associated Prtsi 

HOLLYWOOD. 
Would you have your child’E 

hair shaved off for $500? 
Sam Goldwyn needed a clean- 

shaven boy of 8 for a role op- 
posite Danny Kaye in “Hass 
Christian Andersen.’* Many a 
mother yanked her boy out of the 
casting office when they found 
out that their moppets’ mops must 
be shorn for the role. Mrs. Nell 
Votrian let her son Peter make 
his own decision. He did and got 
the bald-headed role plus a free 
|halr shave. 

representatives yesterday to sub- 
mit by Monday figures on how 
much steel, copper and aluminum 
would be needed for a million-car 
output in the April-June period. 

The industry’s Advisory Com- 
mittee also was asked for materials 
estimates on producing 1.1 million 
cars in the third quarter, covering 
the months of July through 
September. 

At the same time, auto makers 
voiced a warning of a possible 
“black market’’ in new cars— 
similar to that existing after 
World War II. 

The Advisory Committee told 
NPA officials that unless the in- 
dustry is allowed to build more 
cars, dealers’ stocks would be de- 
pleted and "blaok market” condi- 
tions would prevail. 
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When the'deviltribesof Dakota 
RAMPAGED OUT OF THE BLACKHILLS! 

L NOW ALL THE MIGHT AND MAGNIFICENCE* 

THE GLORIOUS COLOR* £5*, UJa^v &***. 
THE FLOODING FURY OF THE ^ 6%om&Cpxo / 

FRONTIER’S Most stirring call cuLrw 
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_NEXT ATTRACTION—LOEW'S PALACE_ 
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ICE SKATING 
Tonight and Every Night (Till Mor, 5) ot 8:30 

Alio Saturday Afternoon, March 1, at 2:30 P.M. 

CLINE ARENA 
"SKATE FOR HEALTH AND ENJOY THE FUN" 
Skat* Rentals FRanklin 5800 

15th ni FINAL WEEK! 
NM OMNI WILLIAM 

D0UGtt«« 

“How Many 
Others 
Were A 
There, ] 
Mary?” ] 

ITODAY'S NEIGHBORHOOD MOVIES 
GEORGETOWN "VW* 

Tko Conuaonlty Art Uuu 
LAST DAYI 

7LARBNCB BUDINOTON KILLAND'B 
Saclrt on Hollywood Manner* and MoraUI 

“STAND-IN” 
Starring 

LESLIE HOWARD, 
HUMPHREY BOGART, 

JOAN BLONDELL 

EXTRA I 
CLARK * McCULLOUQH COMEPYI 
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CAROLINA ,Hh " 

MAK 

FAIRFAX Vo. Phono 7*4 

MULTAg01' ATO“ 

STANTON 4,h 4^55- N “* 

,,MOOT1 

PARK lovonoh It. at 11th It, l.l. rnu J ,|#cll Alo. Art. JO. 2-2331 

tHMPg'flgfcMam 
CIRCLE i,Z ” 

aw 7)8»,11:4(1,_ 

Filflawi AmvmmmI Ci, 

IIOILAND 

fSTOI £££%£ 
nm complete .how, g”o Mlt 

EATWOOD TJ11 * • m Hoiden. Tw WEE Johnny 8 t c t r t “Boot. Mnlone." 7:00, 8:28. 

ALl.gM w- ■■ Ave. end B-W. Bwy. im su. 33*2. Tyrone Power, 
Ann Blyth. 'Til Never forget You" 
iTech.t. 7:10. »:«5. 

BETHESDA 
Pamela Brown and Sadler Well. 
Chorus. "Tale, ot Hoffman" (Tech.). 
2:10. 4:08. 0:40. 8:10. Adm., 1.20. 
lncl. tax. 

m 
■fflJI D°uble Borrow Show: Lon nU«W Chaney, “Mommy's Tomb." 
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WARNER BIOS. THEATOI 
For Information Call Blpwtlla III# 

AMBASSADOR gSWjfi: raHSpmar Lou‘Mi Ul1 

AVALON Ida uJollfo. Hobert°R?»n, I 
8:30. 8:10. >:B0. 

AYE. GRAND 
non; ‘‘Border Outlaw*," spade Cooley. 
o: 10, 8100. 
RPVPRI V "Flnterprlnte Don't Lie.” DleTUILI 8:00, 8:01; Captain 
Blood." Errol Piynn, 8:Oil. 9:48. 
P»| WPRT Amithcr Man's Poison." 
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1_7,:M, _ 
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1 
AUDI! MURPHY In “THE CIMAR- 
RON KID' (Technicolor) at 6:00. 
7:40. 8:25. 

bseh-betlZja 74;4,.w4ii,A- 
TYRONNB POWER, ANN BLYTH In 

TXL NEVER FORGET YOU* 
Twhnlcolor. At 6:1» and 9:35 P.M. 

Bxtral At 8:00 P.M. Only! 
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